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My 1970 GTO Story 

by John Hunt 

Why did I choose a 70 GTO 

While in the service in upstate Illinois in the early 70's, several of my 
friends were from the St. Louis area.  We drove each other's vehicles all the 
time, I had a 72 Ford Bronco that everyone wanted to use and play in the 
mud.  

A friend (Dan) had a 70 black Judge, Ram Air 3 auto and air.  This was a 
car I drove home one weekend. I had a blast driving this car and never for-
got the feeling of power when you pushed the go pedal. A snow plow hit 
the front and it sat in an alley until it was towed to the junkyard.  Dan paid 
$800 for this car in 1973. 

How did I purchase this 70 GTO 

Life takes many turns, I am no different. Another friend (also Dan) had a 
Yamaha 650.  He left it one day when he borrowed my bronco. He did not 
leave the key for his bike with me.  I used a butter knife to turn the key on 
and got on and rode around town. I had been on several dirt bikes before, 
how hard can it be.  I had a good time.   

A couple years later I bought my first street bike a 76 Kawasaki 900.  It was 
faster than the GTO.  Someone stole this bike at work and it was never re-
covered. Bought my first Harley in 79.  Hurt my back at work in 81 and 
doctors said if I did not stop riding my motorcycles, my 56 was a hardtail, I 
may not walk in a few years. 

After back surgery I sold my 3 Harleys.  A friend at work said he had a 68 
GTO that was wrecked in his parents garage. I went and looked and $600 
later I own a car without a driver's fender, the roof pillar on the drivers side 
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folded back to the top of the driver's seat, and no driver's door.  It did have a HO 400, M 21 4 
speed and 390 rear gear.   

It started right up, I made arrangements with a friend to go to southern Missouri to pick up the 
car.  With a cutoff tool, overalls, goggles, and gloves in hand, off we went.  Cut off the pillar so 
I could sit and drive.  Going up 55 I got a lot of looks, even one highway patrol officer. This car 
was too far gone to fix, I stripped the car of anything that was of any value and was not dam-
aged beyond repair.  

I purchased a green 68 Lemans with a black convertible top to use the running gear from the 
GTO.  One weekend I drove the Lemans to my dad's garage with the 350 auto on the column,  
my brother and a couple of friends came over to help work.  On Sunday we all took a ride in the 
convertible with the 400 4 speed and 390 axle.  I added the GTO hideaways, endurance front 
bumper, tail lights, and other emblems before I had the car painted white, the color of the origi-
nal GTO. 

Loved to drive this 
car, and wanted a 
real GTO.  Went to 
get a haircut one 
day, workers were 
working on sewer 
pipes with a back-
hoe, and blocking 
the road.  After my 
haircut, the lady 
driving the backhoe 
stopped me and 
asked if I had any 
trouble with the top 
blowing fuses, she 
had a 70 black con-

vertible that the top did not work and the fuse was blown each time.  I asked her to bring it the 
next day, I would look at it.  When looking at it, I noticed both pistons were bent. This was the 
cause of the fuse problem. She stated she wanted to sell this car, she bought it for her son and 
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he wanted a ss Chevelle.  We worked out a deal for $1500 for the car, a couple days later it was 
mine. 

What did I start with 

I was now the proud owner of a 70 black GTO, white convertible top with a stock 350 hp 400, 
400 auto column shift, power brakes, power steering, buckets seats, rally II wheels, plenty of 
duck tape, and the worst body work I have ever seen.  If you did not hit the spare tire putting 
things in the trunk, it would fall on the gas tank or hit the ground.   

Opening the hood was not much better, there was a bird's nest on the intake manifold in front of 
the carburetor, I removed the nest so I did not have a fire under the hood.. The fuzzy covers on 
the seat hid the duck tape holding them together and the carpet was worn through in a few plac-
es.  

One of the first things I purchased were the pistons for the convertible top.  The top motor 
worked fine after I got the air out of the lines. 

I sent my $25 off to get the PHS paperwork to see what I purchased. The papers matched what 
was left of the GTO. I started to look at numbers and the original motor, trans, and rear end was 
still in the car. The engine serial and body plate matched. It did run strong, just used a lot more 
gas than the 68, which I still had.  I sold the 68 for $4000 to use the money to start working on 
the 70.  I drove it for 7 years and used several rolls of  duct tape during this time holding things 
together. 

First engine rebuild-what did I find 

GTO of the Month 
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One of the first things on my list was to rebuild the motor.  I purchased a carb at a swap meet 
because the original leaked so badly, I still have the original carb in a box in the garage. All mo-

GTO of the Month 
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tor parts went to my machine shop in town, when they came back, I set them up on the kitchen 
counter, except the block, to take pictures of all of the date codes.   

Gathering parts from swap meets and junk yards 

I started gathering parts for sprucing up the body, it would take a lot of parts.  Trunk from Rolla 
swap meet, rear wing from Lincolnshire IL, whole rear clip from Whites in Rolla, floor shift 
console from Miami, floor shifter from Key Largo, rear bumper from dealer (original GM), 

doors from swap meet at Louisville GTOAA meet in 91, traded a 69 GTO hood for a floor shift 
steering column, rear turn signal lens from swap meet,  and other parts from junkyard, and some 
smaller parts from Year One, Ames, Bob's and other restoration parts people.   

Some parts were ordered from the ads in the back of the legend.  I had parts everywhere and we 
moved to St.. Peter's in 91.  I built a shelf in the top of the garage to hold all of my GTO parts.  
My rear clip was strapped to the rear wall in the garage.  It looked like a junkyard of parts in all 
different colors.  

 

Setting up for body work and paint 

My dad had retired and moved to the middle of nowhere in Illinois. He said he found a body 
man that would put my car together and paint it for $3500.  I went to talk to Gary Klutter in 
Sessor about doing the work.  He said he would do the work for this price if he could fit it in 
with his other work, how could I refuse the price.  My car and pile of parts went to Sessor Illi-
nois in the spring of 92. 

GTO of the Month 
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Many trips to my dad's would include a 20 minute drive to the shop to look at the progress.  13 
months later, after much stress on my part, I moved the car across the street to an upholstery 
shop.  The guy put on a new top and redid the seat foam and covers.  I had purchased the foam 
and seat covers from Ames, the upholstery guy supplied the top.  This only took one week, I 
was ready to take my car back home. The top and labor cost less than $1000. 

GTO of the Month 
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I took the rally wheels to a Corvette shop in St Peter's and the guy sand blasted them and then 
painted them.  After a new set of tires they were ready for when my car came home. I paid $20 
each to get them refinished.  

I added wheel well chrome from Year One after Indianapolis.  

Trophies for popular vote  

My first time showing my car was in Indianapolis. My brother drove his car to help with any 
car problems as this was my first trip after the body shop.  On the way home the rubber fuel line 
on the fuel pump started leaking.  I pulled off to repair it and one of the guys went by from the 
club holding a trophy in the window.  At the next meeting he told me I had won second place.  I 
was thrilled. Next came a 3rd place in St Louis, then another 2nd place in Niagara falls. 

As a member of the Gateway club since 1989, I would go to many events.  I enjoyed a day at 
Mid America Racing the Corvette club along with wine runs and picnics.  

Why a second engine rebuild 

Going to Niagara falls, I drove to upper Michigan and went across Canada. I stayed in Niagara 
Canada for the night before the meet.  The weather was nice in the mid 80's.  When it was time 
to head home, it was a lot warmer.  Going through Ohio, it was over 100.  Do you know what 
it's like to bake in a car with no air at this temperature?   The engine would not stay cool either 
and was using a lot of water.   

When I finally got home, I decided I would have the head checked for cracks. Took the motor 
out and took it to a Pontiac engine shop in granite city.  No cracks were found,  I had hardened 

GTO of the Month 



THE HOOD SCOOP       8 

 

seats installed to run on today's fuel and the motor balances.  The engine shop assembled the 
motor this time.   

Before the engine was done, I was offered a position near Tampa at twice the money I was 
making, I had to leave in a week.  How was I going to get my car and its engine back together. 
Chris Simmons from the Gateway club lived not too far from me and I worked out a deal with 
him and my cousin Jeff to get the motor installed and ready to move to Florida.   

Work took a lot of my time while in Florida for six years, did not make many local car shows 
and only made it to the nationals in Atlanta in 96. 

Came back to Missouri in 01. The dash pad had a crack in it from me putting a temp gauge on it 
to monitor overheating. Sent the dash pad to a company in Texas, the one they sent me back 
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was an AC one from a 72.  After many conversations and stress, I did receive the correct one.  I 
installed the dash pad, rally gauges, floor shift steering column, Formula steering wheel, new 
under dash wire harness, console, floor shifter, and dash insulation that was purchased from 
Year One.  

I had the date code correct carburetor that I purchased out of an ad in the Legend rebuilt by Jon-
athan Havens.  It would not idle properly and he looked at it at the Springfield GTOAA Nats 
and told me to replace the original return spring.  This fixed this problem. 

I decided to refresh the engine bay, it was never painted when it was installed in 1996.  I in-
dexed the water pump divider plate and refreshed everything on the engine under the hood. I 
reinstalled the TCS switch and the spark plug wire holders that had been in a box since the first 
engine rebuild.  

What have I added to make it mine 

Several items have been added to making the car look better and keep track of things. 

All items added are correct for a 70 GTO. 

Purchased rear wing at Chicago GTOAA swap meet in 92.  Gauges from add in Legend. Center 
console from add in Hemings, picked up in Miami, brought home on the plane in a duffle bag. 
While in Miami I drove to Key Largo and saw a 70 GTO sitting in a lot with no wheels and bro-
ken windows, me and my cousin removed the floor shifter.   Dash tach from Year One.  Formu-
la steering wheel from a local ad. Mounting pieces for Formula wheel from Ames. 

I added 15 inch trims for the rear, one from spring swap meet and another one from John John-
son.  I had them sand blasted at a gravestone place in Fenton and purchased stencils, painted 
them to make them match the 14's that came with the car.  I put on 255 60 15's on the rear to 
reduce gearing so it runs better on the highway. 

I do have a correct AM/FM radio on the bench that I wish to install one day.   

I am glad that I did most of the body work and paint when the price was not so high as it is to-
day.   

GTO of the Month 
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Today's needs and wants  

Carpet needs to be replaced, I did purchase a cheap carpet to cover the holy one back in the 
80's.  Repair and repaint of the front bumper and rear decklid, the paint job from 1992 is start-
ing to show its age. 

 

This car is made to drive, I have driven to many GTOAA Nationals and other car shows.  My 

favorite drives were the trip around the Brickyard and driving across Canada.  I hope to be able 
to have the time to do more car shows in the future.  

GTO of the Month 



THE HOOD SCOOP       11 

 
GTO of the Month 



THE HOOD SCOOP       12 

 
Presidents Scoop 

The President’s Scoop 
By Terry Schott 

It’s Easter Sunday and for the first time in 59 years the Easter Car Show in Forest Park 
has been cancelled.  The Covid19 pandemic will certainly make the year 2020 one we will nev-
er forget.  I would much rather be busy scheduling events, than sending out emails to cancel 
them.  Fortunately we did get a couple of events in early, such as the Pizza Party and the Pinball 
Tournament, and I am thankful for that.  I wish I knew when things will get back to normal, but 
we’ll just have to see, as time goes on, when that will be.  And …what will the new normal be? 

Scheduled events for the future such as the Wheels in Motion car show, the Pontiac Re-
gionals, and the club picnic are still far enough away that we could possibly still have them.  If 
the ban does not get lifted for a while, maybe we can plan to get the cars out and cruise some-
where, even if we have to maintain social distancing.  Either way, I want everybody to keep ad-
hering to the guidelines and stay healthy and safe. 

I think the good that may come out of this is that we slow down, and appreciate all that 
we DO have.  We have our homes, our families and friends that we can still talk to on the phone 
or across the parking lot, and so much more to be thankful for.   

I see that people are doing more innovative thinking.  There are parents who have orga-
nized parades and drive-by’s for their child versus having a birthday party.  Churches and syna-
gogues which may have not had online services previously are now doing so.  There are those 
celebrating the hospital release of friends or relatives who have overcome the virus.  People are 
donating food, making masks, helping the unemployed – especially the restaurant workers and 
all small businesses that are not considered “essential”.  Yeah, not considered essential until it’s 
YOU who cannot go to work.  We need to continue to support people any way that we can, to 
help support the local economy.   

Our thanks need to go out to all of the first responders and all medical personnel and 
staff.  Remember these folks went into the medical field to help other people and some have 
become victims themselves.  Victims because of shortages of the necessary protective equip-
ment they all so desperately need. 

I consider our club lucky.   Everyone seems to be healthy, as far as I know.  Consider 
the Wichita club and the months and years of planning for the GTOAA International Conven-
tion, only to have to cancel the event.  My point is, even though things are bad, we’ve still got it 
pretty good. 

Another plus is that it’s definitely a good time to write up a paragraph or two about your 
car projects, current or past.  Now more than ever, Chris needs some stories to put in the news-
letter.  If you’re an owner of a 1970 GTO, we need your article for “Car of the Month” in cele-
bration of its 50th year.  Now is the perfect time to write it because you can’t go anywhere! 
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Our meeting schedule will be contingent on when and if our states and communities will 
allow larger gatherings, and if our restaurant will re-open or if we need to determine another 
location.  There’s so much to consider.  Please watch for emails and monitor the website for 
information on future events.  We will keep you posted.  Stay well. 

Presidents Scoop 
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Calling all owners of 1970 GTO’s! 
 

In 2020, in celebration of: 
50th Anniversary of the 1970 GTO 

 
The Hoodscoop will be featuring Car of the Month articles on the 

anniversary year 
 

If you own one of these special cars, please get to work on your arti-
cle(s) and get them to Chris Winslow 

 

Year Of The 0’s 
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2020 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
May 
 

All May events have been canceled.  June events will be evaluated in May based on National 
and State government guidance 

 
June 
 

The GTOAA National Convention has been canceled. 
 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/
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126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 

 
 
Jon F. Havens 
Owner 
 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 

 
 
 
Jonathan Havens 

CLICK HERE FOR GATEWAY GTO APPAREL CLUB STORE 

mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
President  Vice President Mo  
Terry Schott Chris Winslow 
18903 Saint Albans Road 644 Emge Road 
Glencoe, MO 63038 O’Fallon, MO 63366 
636-273-6313 636-294-8104 
tschott@kelpe.com chriswinslow@charter.net 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Dan Jackson  Will Bowers  
P.O. Box 234  #1 Goshen Woods  
Greenville, IL 62246  Edwardsville IL. 62025      

618-664-0437 618-791-3110 
dajalj@gmail.com  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Tom Oxler 
2576 Westrick Drive 450 Muirfield Drive  
Maryland Heights MO 63043  St. Charles, MO 63304 
314-225-7240 636-928-5548 
bosullivan@hunter.com toxler@prodigy.net 
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Laura Kiefer Marty Howard  
70 Keystone Drive  7 Newcastle CT  
Old Monroe, MO 63369  St. Charles MO 63301      
1977kieferla@gmail.com  636-724-8641  
 nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566 
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

The are no Gateway GTO membership dues for the year 
2020.  The rate for membership dues to Gateway GTO for 
2021 and beyond will be determined by December of 2020.  
All Gateway GTO members must be a member in good 
standing with GTOAA.  You are allowed to have one associ-
ate member.  

The Gateway GTO Association 

 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:tschott@kelpe.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
mailto:1977kieferla@gmail.com
mailto:nycgto@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:bob@blattels.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
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644 Emge Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


